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-___ The Play’s the thing.”—Ask for Thomas’s Observer. 
COVENT GARDEN THEATRE. 

Court and City, and Free and Easy, drew a crowded house last 
night. In conseqnence of Miss Coopet’s continued indispositiou, her part 
in the Comedy was undertaken by Miss Lee, and in the Farce by Mrs. 
W. West. The Duke of Wellington occupied the Queen’s box, on 
Thursday, when Norma was performed. As soon as a portion of the 
audience caught a glimpse of his Grace, there were loud calls for “The 
Duke,” who, however, persisted in preserving his incognito. He ap- 
peared delighted with the singing of Miss Kemble. 

HAY-MARKET THEATRE. 

Tue Comedy of Yo Marry or Not to Marry was performed here 
yesterday evening, for the last time this season. Love Eixvtempore, Su- 
zanne, and My Friend, the Captain, were the other entertainments. 

PHYSIOLOGY OF THE FRENCH STAGE. 

No. 1.—The Reading Committee.—There is no real “ comité de lec- 
ture” at any Parisian Theatre with the exception of the Francais. In 
the other houses, the “comité,” is but a name, invented purposely to 
clear the managers from the importunities of authors, and to soften the 
rejection of a piece. When you arrive at the Theatre with a manuscript, 
if the manager say to you in a friendly tone— My dear sir, come into 
my room—we will discuss together respecting your play,’—you may be 
of good cheer as to the fate of the Drama ;—but if, on the other hand, 
the worthy manager say—“ Your piece will be read to-morrow before the 
committee,” you may as well come to terms for the sale of waste paper 
with your butterman. According to rule the manager never calls together 
his committee except when he intends to reject. And now many mana- 
gers are beginning to free themselves from this hypocritical formality by 
leaving the manuscripts in the care of the stage-door keeper, and return- 
ing them unopened. However one among them, and not the least clever 
has thought fit to retain his “ comité” which consists of a mild and in- 
offensive actionnaire, and the Secretary of the Theatre. What a deplor- 
able situation is this Secretary in! Imagine him placed between a manager 
who has ordered him to reject the piece before him, and an author of in- 
fluence (out of the Theatre) burning to be received. The poor Secretary 
wishes to offend neither—on the one side he sees his salary in 
danger—on the other his rapports with the influential author 
compromised. During the reading, he is on thorns, and vainly 
tries to think of a secret passage by which he may escape. The denoue- 
ment is attained, and the author shuts his manuscript with an air of pride. 
The manager who has already decided—consulis his neighbours, towards 
whom he directs terribly expressive glances. Here commence the tribu- 
lations of the Secretary—he seeks unheard of excuses to quit the room— 
but the manager is peremptory. “ What do you think of the piece M. 
Poupin demands he?” “ The piece—hum—I beg your pardon—think I 
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1am called” “ No, no, you mistake.” “ Excuse me gentlemen—oh 
dear,” and the Secretary rushes out of the apartment like the malade 
imaginaire of Moliere. After each committee M. Poupin is ill—these 
readings will be the death of him. 

One evening Tom Sheridan, after sitting with his father over a 
bottle, was complaining of the emptiness of his pocket. The right 
honourable manager told him, jocularly, to go on the highway. “I 
have tried that already,” said he, “ but without success.” “ Ay! how ?” 
replied the father. “ Why,” resumed he, “I stopped a caravan full of 
passengers, who assured me they had not a farthing, as they all be- 
longed to Drury-Lane Theatre, and could not gei a penny of their 
salary.” 

Addison's Cato.—In a Dutch translation of this Tragedy, the version 
of the soliloquy is curious. It commences thus: “ Just so,—you are very 
right Mynheer Plato.” 








E'ashionable Lounges. 
To the Editor of The Theatrical Observer, 

Dear Mr. Eprror.—Just wish to say a word—beg pardon, but will you excuse 
me—lI have to mention that I’ve arranged so as to rub shoulders with my friends 
and the fashionable world at one or other of the Grand Lounges about town .— 

Monday, stroll to Mapame Tussaup’s elegant Exhibition, Golden Corinthian 
Saloon, Baker Street, Portman Square.—Just added to her unrivalled collection 
the celebrated Coronation Robes of his late Majesty George IVth., which cost the 
enormous sum of 18,000/ (embroidered by the Messrs. Holbecks,) which far sur- 
pass in magnificence anything ever worn by a British Monarch—A Room, &c. has 
been fitted up to correspond in splendor. Brave Napier is also to be seen here. 

Tuesday, pop into the Somcrset Gallery, 151, Strand, next door to Somer- 
set House, to see a most wonderful Exhibition, The Industrious Fleas. They 
dance, ride, drive a four-in-hand, fight, and in fact do everything in first rate 
style, exciting the admiration of all present. By the bye, this is Signor Bertolotto’s 
Exhibition, that has been exhibited for the last eight years. 

You may talk of eye snuff, but after having the head-ache for a year, popped 
into Perrina’s, 85, Strand. got one of his superb Beavers, so light lost the head- 
ache in a minute—Mrs.V. instantly purchased a lot of his fashioaable BeaverBonnets 
elegant and quite the éov—must patronize PERRING. 

Thursday, took a peep at the THamrs TunneL, which is now open every day 
from nine o'clock in the morning until dark, (entrance on the Surrey side of the 
river, close to Rotherhithe Church. The Tunnel is brilliantly lighted with gas. 
The foot passengers Shaft at Wapping, 55 fect in diameter, 1s now in progress. 

In my way from the Theatre, drop into the Harmonic Aiceting, held at Evans’s 
Grand Hotel, King Street, Covent Garden, quite delighted with the excellence ot 
the singing—commences every evening at ten o'clock. When Mrs. P. is out of 
town, stay a week, and only pay a guinea for bed and breakfast. I’m always to 
be found on Saturday, at half-past five, at the Convivial Dinner held here. 

Call upon Messrs. Jackson BLockLey and Co., 96, New Bond Street, near Ox- 
ford-street, for the new music by J. Blockley, author of ‘ Love not,’ &e.—just pub- 
lished—* Beautiful Spring,’ (ballad,) ‘ Sleep Baby sleep,’ ‘ Last song of Sappho,’ 
‘ Love seeking a Lodging,’ and purchase likewise the favorite duets of * List to the 
Convent Bells,’ ‘The Moorish Evening Drum,’ ‘ Thoughts of Home,’ new edition 
of * My Childhood’s Home,’ ‘ The Flower Girl's song,‘ + The Wind and the Beam. 

Afterwards called at EmmMeEtt’s, 27, Holborn Hill, to view his Novel Pen Maker, 
by which any one can make a superior Pen in less than one minute! also his im- 
proved Needle Threader, to enable Ladies, whose sight is impaired to thread their 
needles with the greatest ease—a most Ingenious contrivance. 

* All good spirits come to my Beck,” at his Vr. Johnson’s Tavern, Bolt Court, 
Fleet Street,—where you meet excellent company —eapital fare at fair prices—-de 
lichtful singing—(commences every evening at 2 quarter to nine,) cigars, billinrds, 
good beds, and an enticing bill of fare. 
~ Saturday, I examine Miss Linwoon’s curious Needle Work, Leicester Square--- 
iately added other beautiful specimens of her art.— But | intrnde--beg nardon—- 
Y om's, &e--PAUL PRY 
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This Evening, BELLINT’s Opera of 


NO KR M A. 


The Overture Composed by C. RAPER, Esq. 


CONDUCTOR. .«... «. «- « .« MR. BENEDICT 
The Chorusses under the Direction of Mr. J. H. TULLY, 
The SCENERY by the Messrs. GRIEVE. 

The Decorations and Appointments by Mr. W. BRADWELL. 
The Dresses by Mesdames GLOVER and RAYNER. 
Pollio, (a Roman Pro-Consul,) Mr W. HARRISON 
Flavius, (a Centurion,) Mr CLEMENT WHITE, 
Oroveso, (the Arch Druid,) Mr LEFFLER, 
Norma. .(aDruidess).. Miss ADELAIDE KEMBLE, 


( Her 12th Appearance upon the English Stage.) 
Adalgisa, ... . ...+e0----.---Miss RAINFORTH 


Clotilda, Miss GRANT, 
Children, Miss A. PAYNE and Master FOSTER. 
Gaulish Chiefs, Druids, Bards, Druidesses, &c. 





After which, (10th Time) a New Farce, in Two Acts, entitled The 


WRONG MAN 


Sir Bryan Beausex, Mr BARTLEY, 





Beechwood... ....... Mr CHARLES MATHEWS, 
Simon Tack, Mr HARLEY, 
DUE ono w sc cncncewecess Mr J. H. RIDG WAY, 


Ralph, Mr AYLIFFE, 
Sam, Mr COLL!. FT, Servant, Mr IRELAND, 
First Guest, Mr HONNER, 
Second Guest ......-...++--+. Mr HUGHES, 
, Miss Tomasina Fringe, Mrs TAYLEURE, 
Alice, WNiiss LEE, 
Patty Smart .......e.e0+. ooo Mrs HUMBY. 








To enndliilie w ith, the F Farce of 


THE OMNIBUS 


Mr Dobbs, Mr BARTLEY, 
Fom Dobbs, Mr MEADOWS, Pat se Mr BROUGH AM, 
Mr Ledger, Mr GRANBY, Farric i's Boy, Mr KERRIDG 
Julia Ledger, Miss LEE, lrs Dobbs, Mrs TAYL! . 
MissDainper, MrsGARDINER, Mik J, Damper, Miss H. AT) a \ 


_ ae . “7 ® ae } t arya ‘J 
On Monday ( onrt and City gnd kvee and ee: 


emer 




















CONCERTS. 
Conductor,M.MUSARD 


Leader, M. TOLBECQUE. 


Solo Performers—Messrs. M. Deloffre, Patey, Pilet, Howell, Collinet, 
Barrett, Baumann, Lazarus, Jarrett, Laurent, Jun., Muller, &c. 














PROGRAMME 


PART | 
Overture er Lestocq pa A uber 
Waltz .. Elektrische Funken (Electrical Sparks) .. 
Strauss, 
Grand Fantaisie on the Opera of “ Guillaume 


Tell, oe aie eT Rossini 
Solo, Bassoon, Mr. BAUMANN, 
Solo, Clarionet, Mr. LAZARUS, 


Quadrille .. aGrande Bretagne .... Musard 


Solo, Trombone, Mr. Mason. 
Overture ....  teJeune Henri .... Mehul 
Quadrille .. L’Echarpe Rose... Musard 





PART Il 
Grande Fantaisie sur ?Opera des Huguenots .... 


Meyerbeer. 
(Arranged by Mons. MUSARD for the Paris Concerts) including 
1. Le Cheur des Signeurs, . 
2. La Romance Executee sur le hautbois par M. Barret. 
3. Le Choral de Luther, 
4, La Chanson de Soldats 


Quadrille ‘ Zanetta oe Musaid 
Overture er Le Serment hi Auber 
Quadrille .. Les Diamants de la Couronne. .™Musard 
Waltz oe Brandhofen oe Labitzsky 


Galop oa Le Sabbat _ Musard 





Admission, One Shilling, 
Doors Open at Half-past Seven, the Concert commences at Eight and 
terminates at Eleven. 








Frinted and Published, every Morning, by E. & J. Toomas, 26, Russell Court, 
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Theatre Royal, English Opera. 
THIS EVENING, 
PROMENADE 
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